the early part of the 17ih
I eertury, the poet John Danne
il theat =¥ mamn is an
iskard™. Mo o, I obher wards
is, by themsehves, produced and
active, separate from the rest of
the workl., Or some parts of it.

Ery s wwrys: [ weould disagree.
Theere ase i soe Wavs 100 iy
isdamds. Tioo namy peogile who are
isndated in sm ocean of their own,

Ty iy maake contact with
the workd., Theey ey visit parts
olher than thelr owm parts. Bui
ey e sl caght in separateness,
use bo join Ehe continent of
huamam poienéial,

They may look connected, but
snameeflving holds them baek, They
lack a briclge, over which they can
croes. They meny be held back by
their istand-like existence from
geiting the most out of Bie. And
because of that, hinving a bridge is
the one thing they could do with,

I was reminded of the meed for
bridges when [ weeni o do il af
Sarallord-upcn-Avon. The talk
was for a group calbed Plaing For
Sucoess (PISL In B years they
have heliped 2000000 people 1o
Rel literacy skills. Each year they
rw help about SO000 people
wiheo woukl otherwise be left on
their sland. An Bkand where they
are impeced from making changes
in their Hves,

S whial i this gret briclge that
FF5 have developed? Fumsded by
the Departnent For Education
And Training. this is the Blair
povernmeni thinking creatively,
and putting money b constrsciive
ernds, The briclge is sport. But
speort with o different purpose.

PF5 s nol ailbowd plaging sport.
1t is about taking people’s inerest
im et and using i as a means
of developing thelr Hteracy and
numeracy skills. Dezens of foot-
hall clubs and sports chabs have
becomae the centres for PFS to
rum their literacy programimes,

Therefore, Pulliam, West Ham,
Banchester United ete haee
opened their doors o PFS so that
they can draw poople ln bo bearn
whille enjoving their subject. How
o you write a match report? How
dha you dhesiritee & player? How do
you wide essays but im 2 form that
mrakoes it exciting aned nderesting
o yoa?
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PFS & solutions-led. [ is about
breaking that island existence that
w0l g [erate Keeps you in.
Taking the enthusiasm of an indi
widual ard building on il @ the
basis of all good educatbon, And
all good social training.

IF you chom't have a bridge then
theee are ol chausoes hat you
will remain on your island. PFS
herve dicave weonders; they have
heen the key that unlocks the door
of chance for many peaple. They
ghould be prodsed and supported.
And the Department Of Education
And Training should be pralsed
for their thoughtfulness alsout this
peerticular kind of bridge,

1 bad 1o agk the big question,
though: couldnT we have FFS in
aiar prisons? A fow weeks HEL
I went io amather prison,
Wandlsworth this time. Amd once
again, the big problem seensed to
b an underfunding of resources
to CHANGE people! That, as
sl all the big money goes on

= E‘i}‘.ﬁ:u

phiabo:

kezepingg them there and mod
changing them while there,

1 am alwanys astonished a wihat
a litthe bit of leadership can doin
i prigan. Al the oy peophe lone
winen voul bell them that they
can hive a different lifie. And that
hecanse they have done wrong, it
dhoes ral wall off and clote doswn
thee rest of thedr Eife,

By recent visit bo Wandsworth
prEsoay, and then Wosmnmecod
Sorules Eiter, shows me that if
aryone nocds change and the
FF5 programmee, it is the immates
off these places.

neet] briclges to gt
off their islands. And the prison
ek can: be pucoess-
fully beidped if wee could only get
the tools to dio so.

he Sables Market in
I I "meu:-n's Camden Town
has something &0 bright
st il (ki 1 wonder that [ have
el beser going lack Ehere agmin

andd sgmin. Last week [ was there
for the opening of a new shoe
shop and had not visided the place
simee the last time | wandered
around wwith & French foarist.
TR YOars ag

The place is 0 seriows oulpost
af design, restaurans and dance
anel Eeereise, | was nslonished nt
its witatity, cnde again. T hopse i
goes on forever, Because it feels
reml. 18 dboess ol seem forced and
artificial. Much of the fun parts of
Larstdan are beginming fo appsear
as thaugh they were planned amd
fine-tuned on gome emaar archi-
tect’s draughtboard, and then
actualised in bricks dowd maortar

Bist Sraddes Market is the real
MeCoy. You must visil ik

W alsn st visit it hecmse
af the Jimga shoe ghop that has just
apenied, [ingas (left) are the Hght
s, hesbest, clevenest trminers you
are ever going 1o wear, Tocall
them Erminers imits them. They
are moee like a tonke to your feet, o
damnece shoe, n light-of-food shoe.

Wiell. thai's Toy I s Chaem |
was given a pair bst year and as
sooa & 1 pal them on | was aston=
skl mt the el of then Trainers
ihey were. Bal they weren't clogy:
Theey clicin't el as though some-
where below me was some carth.
Theey Felt im tousch wilfh maother
earth. [am ool nown for oy
lightisess of foot, but Jing i all
aboan! Eghiness of being

And, yes, they are also o social
ahoe, They are also & useful ghoe,
For theey mre made in Brazi] by
el welao peexd B0 gel] dulT. And
they help get peoge an indepen-
il ]i&'.]illp. giapgeer an ediacn-
thon programme in Ko and a peo-
grammnse for volunbeers.

Ve, lightess of being and o
o] daiscial ik echo around [he
feet. Mow Ba't that n great story?
I yeu wanl o know moee aloul
Jinga visit thetr wehsiie (wwwejin:
gamhacom) and vigit their chop at
Siables Market, It's fust opposite
the main entrance. Buy the ghoes,
they are anly £35 1 have a bright
yellow pair 1 wear in the privacy
ool iy hathroomn, amd @ hisdk pair
for the park amd ihe sireet.

Jingm I8 2 real social suooess
slory. Oh, ves, they also organise
cthical holidass in Brazil, So get

om their website nionw



